








































































































160 : G. V. SITAPATI [J.A.H.R.S.

formerly meant a cultivation. K mpus were the earliest Telugus
with whom the Soras came into contact for the first time and
consequently K mpu in Sora language denotes Telugu and though
the pronunciation of Kampu has gradually changed into Kapu (with
a half nasal @) and kipu in the Telugu coutry, the older pronun-
clation is maintained by the Soras who borrowed the word.” This
pronunciation shows that the Soras came into contact with the
Telugus when the pronounciation to the Telugu language was K mpu.
The Soras that live in the vicinity of the Telugus are known as
Kampa Soras. Bobilli add Bimma seem to be the names of a few
sub divitions of Based or Baseng and Kampu class of Soras.
Tekkali Soras are, as the name clearly indicates, the Soras that
have been long settled in Tekkali taluk. Sudda Soras are in the
vicinity of Mahéndragiri; they are partly Oriyaised; some of them
have adopted the Oriya methods of worship though they have not
entirely given up their own rcligious practices. Since Kudumba
Soras are also pot makers like Kumbi Soras, I am led to suppose
that Kumbi and Kudumba are cognate words, the latter having an
influx ad changing into ud for the sake of vowel harmony. (Vide
under Kumbi).

Some of these partly Hinduised Soras have given up eating
the flesh of the pig also. As observed above, the superiority of a
class is measured with reference to the abstinence from eating the
flesh of the ape, the cow, the ox, the buffalo and the pig. Arsid
Soras eat the flesh of all these animals. The other (except the
Jati and the partly Hinduised Soras) eat the flesh of the cow, the
ox, the buffalo and the pig; J ti Soras eat the flesh of the buffalo
and the pig; most of the partly Hinduised Soras eat the flesh of the
pig and some have given up eating the flesh of even the pig. A
Sora who is proud of his superiority refuses to eat the food or to
drink the water touched by a Sora of a class considered as inferior
to his. ‘
A more careful investigation of these tribes is mnot possible
unless the investigator makes an exclusive tour in the Sora country
and spends considerable time in it because some of the tribes are
scattered and live in places which are not easily accessible.

Since the J:ti Soras belong to the most extensive and nu-
merically strong sub division, my investigation has been mostly

* (Of. This pronunciation of Company (i.e., the East India Company) as Kum-
_pani still heard in India it represents the pronunciation of the Elizabethan age in
"England when the Indians heard the word for the firgt time. '

































































































































